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Cornell University Glee Club 150th Anniversary Endowment Campaign 

 Goals and Objectives 

Our vision is to sustain and strengthen the Cornell University Glee Club’s position as one of 
the premier men's choruses in the United States. It is time to expand the reach and 
prominence of this extraordinary organization that has meant so much to each of us over the 
years. 

Alumni support has enabled tremendous successes in recent years. Generous alumni have 
made it possible for the Club to burnish its musical excellence, heighten its visibility, and 
pursue the kind of musical training and performance opportunities that Cornell students 
remember throughout their lives. Some highlights include: 

▪ Expanding our reach and reputation through major performances at Carnegie Hall, 
the Kennedy Center, and the U.S. Supreme Court, international tours to China, the UK, 
and Mexico, and collaborations with renowned ensembles including the American 
Symphony Orchestra, the Xalapa Symphony, and the Argento Chamber Ensemble 

▪ Promoting men's choral music through domestic concert tours, featured 
performances at the American Choral Directors Association (ACDA) convention, and 
our annual New York Young Men Singing events 

▪ Enriching the repertoire through major commissions from composers like four-time 
Grammy nominee Roberto Sierra, plus a dozen commissions for men's voices in 
honor of Professor Thomas Sokol 

Now we have an opportunity to build on these achievements and set our sights even higher. 
Arts and educational organizations face greater expenses and increasingly compete for top 
students and singers. To achieve our vision and continue providing the highest quality men's 
choral experience, we must continue to improve and grow. 

This is also critical for our organization to stay competitive; currently The Cornell University 
Glee Club lags behind peer groups in endowment size and annual budget. Our current 
endowment is significantly smaller than peer organizations at Harvard, Princeton, Yale, and 
so on; as a result, Cornell students do not have the opportunities that their peers at other 
colleges do. 

We have articulated an initial set of strategic goals for the next 5-10 years. These goals are 
consistent with our traditions and build on our ongoing activities. Many of these goals will 
require significantly higher levels of resources than we have today: 

▪ Tour internationally at least every four years and domestically every year. In 
addition to our annual domestic tours, each generation of Glee Clubbers should have 
the extraordinary experience of being a cultural ambassador in another country, and 
bringing the Cornell sound to the world. We would like to ensure that the Club can 
pursue opportunities for international performance. This requires that the 
endowment can support the Club through domestic and international tour years. 

▪ Expand opportunities for individual vocal instruction. With the decline of music 
education at the high school level, an increasing percentage of auditioning students 
lack basic training in vocal technique and musicianship. Our goal is to support 
supplemental vocal and/or musical instruction for any Glee Club member who would 
like to participate.  

http://www.gleeclub.com/


Cornell University Glee Club   Day Hall Mailroom, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY 14853-2801  www.gleeclub.com 
 

 

 
▪ Commission new men’s choral works from major and emerging composers. Preserving the men’s 

choral tradition requires that we bring new life to classic and lesser-known works, and that we 
continue to add to repertoire across cultures and musical genres. Additional funding will enable 
our organization to commission and premiere new works at least every other year. 

▪ Perform a major concert annually in New York City or other major artistic venues. As we continue 
to expand our reach and prominence, our goal is to establish annual performances in major cultural 
centers. Over time, this will allow us to develop wider audiences, strengthen the reputation and 
visibility of the Club, and continue to build support among alumni in major hubs. 

▪ Expand our reputation through performances at major conventions, conferences, and competitions. 
Consistent with the overall goal of increasing our reach and reputation and our ability to attract top 
vocal talent, we have set an ongoing goal of performing regularly at major choral conventions such 
as the American Choral Directors' Association or the National Collegiate Choral Organization. 

▪ Expand recruiting and pipeline development. Our goal is to more proactively attract top talent from 
high schools across the U.S. We will start by identifying and targeting an initial set of high-potential 
feeder schools that have strong music programs. This initiative will include recordings and 
marketing materials, as well as recruiting trips by our Conductor and student ambassadors. 

▪ Marketing initiatives to develop larger audiences and increase our profile. We need to significantly 
expand our marketing capabilities on campus, in Ithaca, nationally, and internationally. Initial 
campaigns will focus on major tours, recordings, and special projects, and more actively pursuing 
nominations for Grammys and other industry awards. 

Further strategic initiatives include collaborating more regularly with prominent musicians and major 
orchestras, recording more frequently, and identifying opportunities to broadcast recordings and 
performances. All of these will require increased resources and endowment. 

We truly appreciate the enthusiasm of so many who continue to foster the Glee Club’s traditions. Please 
reach out to any member of the Alumni Board to discuss how you can be involved with these initiatives.  
You can also learn more about the Campaign, make your pledge or fund your donation by visiting 
www.gleeclub.com/campaign.   
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